Effects of caffeine and chlor-desmethyldiazepam on fighting behavior of mice with different reactivity baselines.
The effects of various doses of caffeine and of chlor-desmethyldiazepam on footshock-induced aggressive behavior were examined in mice with different baselines of aggressiveness. Caffeine significantly increased the number of fighting episodes with all the doses tested. This was more evident in mice with low rather than in those with high basal rates of agonistic response. Caffeine caused the appearance of minimal convulsive signs in mice subjected to a threshold electroshock which did not produce any seizure in the controls; it also increased metrazol toxicity. Chlor-desmethyldiazepam enhanced fighting behavior at doses of 0.04 and 0.08 mg/kg, but decreased it at 1.25 mg/kg. The first two doses produced the same effects as caffeine on electroshock test, but did not influence metrazol toxicity.